
Dear Beloved Community, 

We are grateful of the supreme generosity of our Lord who has allowed us to rest under the 

canopy of God’s benevolence.  Our God is great and is greatly to be praised.  It is our joy to 

greet you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

I am blown away by your supreme generosity during these unique times in our world.  Our faith 

community is demonstrating that we are indeed an extension of our Lord’s incarnation.  We are 

functioning MEMBERS of The Body of Christ and to God be the glory!  Thank you Westside for 

demonstrating CommUNITY!  

As you know, the state of our world and how we should navigate in it is fluid and changes by 

the moment.  From federal to local levels of government the messages have been inconsistent 

and politically motivated.  When this type of political posturing is taking place, poor 

communities and communities of color become collateral damage. Therefore, it is our job to 

discern the will of God as we read the signs of the time.  For over a month now, COVID-19 has 

limited our church to mostly virtual contact.  I, like you am anxious to get back to worship while 

at the same time wanting to be a responsible steward over God’s people.  We are no strangers 

to the power and the protection of God.  We are also aware that God often protects us by 

giving us precautionary guidelines (Exodus 12).   

As I write this letter our state is set to start the process of re-opening on May 1, 2020.  With 

that, I also hold in tension that our city is mentioned among those where coronavirus cases are 

growing the fastest and from April 26 to April 27 our state reported its biggest one day jump in 

confirmed coronavirus cases.  Though we do not have a solid date that our church is set to 

reopen for public worship, we do know that for the rest of the month of May we will NOT be 

gathering due to the latter.   

I would also encourage you to continue to take personal precautions as well.  Limit your 

activities to those things that are “essential.”  Please continue to stay away from dine in 

restaurants, beauty salons, barbershops, massage spas and other activities that makes social 

distancing impossible.  We will continue to update you on our plans as a church and we thank 

you for your continued prayers and support. Until we meet again, let us continue to be the 

Beloved Community God as called us to be. 

Westside! I Love You. 

Do Justice, Love Mercy, Walk Humbly 

Pastor Timothy Careathers 


